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Christy Mathewson’s “Rookie” Contract

The following facsimile copy contains the full text a Christy Mathewson’'s
contract with the New York Giants dated August 1900 and bearing Mathewson’s
original signature. It was Mathewson’sfirst year in Major League baseball.

(on-line document produced by Old Cardboard magazine; www.ol dcardboard.com)
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party of the secomd pari, 'ﬂmit“EEEEth 4

a. That the sabl pasty of the sototid parl e ihe mafier mentioned
BEPess W0 perfetm such duties pertaining to the exhit€tion a8 may be of Wlm il
r nlt'rﬂ.m. P, o its maipns, at euch times snd pl mumnim d.%u.n‘
or

.

&
the period of six mostbs, commencing on the ¥ emling. o the
of Oelker, A, 0 izelundee, wnd shall not uch il=iies cibel party o panics dudn i"“'ﬂ
oy PR e Ll et g el et B ;
i ¥ Babd garty of the secoml gart ageees that e will yicd] a eheenful obelicsee 12 all directions 1hat may be
given 1o him by any oifficer, ger, of ficld caplaim of sakl party of the fiesi part, or jis sssigns, and will bold Wmeell
sulbject to their orders ac all times smd pleces during ibe entire tesm of his employment ns aforesasd,

: Bk = pmlersiond spil agresd, that the pariy of the first pard, a=d its asdens, shall Lave the dght, frem time
B !in-‘:. to msiablinh pech ressonable rubes for the government of ita plapers, 81 home o abooad, at all nﬁt:‘d.uﬁu the
contitioands of thin comiract, ms may Eq Dpcessary a Jand, and 1o disaplk ¥ Abowt pay i e
reced |, ar €0 expel fhem, apd thatl these powere shall nol be |iu|||!n|. b caws Gl dinhonest play or agen |md_-|u1“|
F:m whall imchods the ripht to discipline, suspgud withoul pay |G o definite poricd ), oo gxpel p'l.'l,r\glp..{qr o wr
bndiferenie, lack of sound phywical camlition, or sach other | 131k e & P Abeir Calthifal
anrl thorouph perfprmance of -:'Iutil-p_I pr tkat may be projodicial s the i of ik ty af l_h.g- 11?_“ part, or A
amagis, in any cospect, of all af whizh the pasiy of tho [ part, of is assigns, shall be the exclusive judpe. - Amd 1he
iy of e sedoml part exjeessly sgrecs, ab sl tieses, dusing tbe torss of bds ciwrplsyment as afcqe i smleet
macll o soch rubes oml dicsplice, Ao kEerp bimsell in the besk phivaleal comhiton to play Ball at b mnd elsewlbcre,
duskng (he ' playing smson, as oy b rr.iliirl.'di wf him, with the  ubinost of all skl ]dllid ﬂt(l.hlcll.j'l |p_{hﬂr|’u‘|l_rgﬁ
all rules mud segulations o saild  psriy of b Gy 0, w (Ls = a1 all yisves dur Ll Tonlimuancs
i, 8wl ditak firai MMILL-TI_’ fr-um‘:‘ujll:nﬁ:-iﬁl' lm ealing, ﬂluh‘:lg- wﬂhr-hg 3 sk

= Bt s Wy mpreed 1 thie tice lcrolo, that iF the sald pany of the second part shall, sk sy Uime
during the sakl jerm of his d:l.?.llﬂ:rlruhllu afcremil, withoot ihe writlen coniend of said pany of ibe ﬁmﬂ?n_n. ila
ansigos, lgave ilbe sefvice, or perlorm service or apres 80 Desfnom, in the fofuro, services for aoy other clal

Elon witsicver, or if he shall gulliy of ofering, sgreeing, conspiring or -I“IIIIFUIMII lose amy yame of ball, or il be
shall b= olorested in *Hj-'r|.-tl|'.ll or wager thereom, be may ba expelled by said party of '8 PIr'l..l{r s nﬂw, fosen ¥l

clobh, O, i said gurty of ilhe frst part, or s sspos, shall s elect, it amd | o bn any
Court of compelent jmrisdiction, either in law or equite, to obhisin dameges for -g:[\;" T o s or Lo #nfo
ke mpavifle pesformance theresd by the said parly of the sccoinl gl or Bo cng (1] 'Tlﬂ.:r of ibe secoml from
E'r'ﬁi-rmay m'rl_bn o amy oihar FErRIn O organieadion, during the 1 of service harein 1 (e

L] | 1

Ehall be o prevent Fuch feaicdy i Uie Ms, kn esse of any Leeach of this sgreemedt by
suid party of the sccoml part, as ssiid party of the first part, oo its sssigna, may siect ta |u$q€b\, by

[ Al 5 i foriber sl Rwtwern the pariies herelo, that if the ssld pany of the second fart shall
at any Limr, durisg the sald term of his employment, be guiliyof any excessive kndulpence in mall or splrituous lguoes, he
shall be gned fz5 for the first offeuss, £30 for the woond offense, fioo for Ehe Ehird offemse, asd AL any wa nL
offesse shall be punished coly by saspension withour ;-Ig- for ihe lalamce of the saiom,  And bouhd ik sahl party
o secomd] part at any lime, dering the seid term of bis employmest, be gnilty of pambling in any form, |ssobos-
dlkuEliog, or of -u{J h hile or disrepmiatil Tuek, e mny e feed :mm-ulpdﬂt the ﬁﬁhﬂ.ﬂ or
ity assigns, from Bis said employment, or fram ibe club, for such deflolie perioal of Lmse as 15 the H:Eﬂ gy of
part may scem just and reasomalile.

T It is distinctly wnderstos] asd agresl by anil belweca thc tica herglo, that shouhl ibe said

finsk part, or Eis ssigos, iiiipli“ ey “h.-it'um n"l-' ahig  wecond :|'|r|rt,:';:l;|'T seck Lo ehifares any of the Pﬂm m

vovided for, the Irm:r herets of Lhe frsl park, &r s ig whall & diately th £ mrve W ke

wrebo of the secon o iF demanded e latler, i Botice o webling, sciling fortk |I. character of Uhe J:..
ie Lime amd plece of its alleged commision or emisdon, and the character of 1he peoalty, Nuk shoshl the widd]
of the E:I'il p-rll. n{‘im_ inil "Jd“.::: Lo -er::.:::- ;uuqliu m-_l " hnﬂﬂm_ muilrn. -

Buch a nolise  than amd in 4 EVEn i prally or pemil wIught o elinrged alst

subl party of fhe second part he L vl mnd ab foed In . e

of the sefoud “part withoat pay, or-ol the Hllclon of pecaniay Ooes, he shall have iho right of apieal
Boanl of Ditcctors of the el Leages or Associstion, ||fi-I:irh '|:rl.|r |ul:ll:r of itha first pnrl,‘ n:“l:li J.'b'lutjh_ & :n';:lﬂ;
MomlsrT,

H. It b wndersiocd sl serenl, thst shoul] Ebe alaliy of fhe sl paniy of 1be secomd parn 1o perfarm liks
"lu;“"“- b impaifed, cr shoshl he beeome Wl (rom melers] casiss sl apy Emn during the rerin herein paescrilsml, the
skl grariy of the frst part or s sssigns, may dsduct fom 1he amsust ics die o bo Tevamse e wider jluls vohlmact,
el jeaposibon of the coamkbemiion i ey loerein  jpresnlal, as the percd of Lo dirabilivy  op Impairineet may bsar
8 the teami lieecisi fifcscriled, bot g0 deduction fem the considemiion hervin paeserilsd shall By maile by, &t afbnued
tr, the waild party of e fist Jadd, o Gis pesigne, as mpelaet (e sabl party of b eegoas] Tart, ahoukl ihe Initer ifuir=
g Ahe term harein prescribed, meet wilh any aceident oy imjury whisle s ibie renvie Gf, or pe i, mny lll-ﬂ:}' Lo
the eluly, and Le mcaacitated thereby from paying, bl e sl pariy of the first part, or s dscpns, shall have ibe right
and’ prividege, shonbl the saldl party af fhe sioromd pant mecer with xny accident or imjery as last . hereinbefone refierned
i, M telosse amlb discharge the bl pargy of the secomil part, in which cveht Uhe said rebeace must be shectole S
restnicied, encomlitional, complels aail WL farmlicer .

FH It s feriber mmlerstord - anil ageeed, st shoudd the saiil periy of e second part beeoiie {81 or Ji-
aliled, mp providel bncoilie last precoding Parapre W, wheirver & Ak wlien &5 hie sy e orequesiad $o o Qo Ty
1|;I: Jadty of fhe firsk peaf, -I:-q IIl-- I-|."|I;;:|-. ;h-.:l'|“ -Illln.'l hll}l:.r![ 1 ihcilical examiimation and Ercabmeng by a rrgular
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Jro. It Qs fuether cxpressly understood amd agreed, that if the said party'of the second part shall be guflty of
any. violation of Clal rules, ar of the Constitution or Flaying Rules of the sabl League asd Association, or of amy clanse of
this contract, of of dissbedien ce, insubordination er segleet af daly, or of failure t6 keop himeelf ia geed pliysieal cosdition,
ar of faili=to Lo preserve huﬁ1n{|ﬂu{ ability nmimpaired, he shall forfeit from his mages or salary due or &0 becoan dus to
him a'sum not exceeding flty dollars, for each of such offenses or failures, withowt saspending or exensing him from any
duiy or oblization wuder this contract.

1. i is farther modersiood and agreed, that if the pasty of 1hn Sest pat, or L8 assigns, shall at any time,
i sciondance with the Playing Rubes of the mid League :nﬂ.h.lt:lginl_inq_ [ rjg-quirq-'l ta Lp,n::.nil tn the 5q¢r$:_-uy of
tail Leagae and Associalion amy fine or fines nBieted upon the sairl party of the secosd part by ihe umplre, in any game
of hall, or i nny fine imposed apon 1he pla by any odber anthority nsder such rules, of 5o der the Conmbtalion or Laws of
taid Lengue amil '!'-'“ﬂ"-'ln"-m. shisll be b b,'.' maid ATty of the st PEE, OF Bla assigng, or withbeld by amy ather claler
associulion from its share of gale veceiply in any game, the amoant of any ach fine or fines shall be deducted and
*Mhhhl by maid party of the fit past, or its assigns, feom the wages or sulary o we, or bo become duac, b the suid party of
the pecaid part wnder this contract, in like nanoer as sach Gorfebtares as he may lncur usder paragraph 1o of the

ﬂﬂ':gn:l!mlﬂ:fu:_ﬂnﬂﬂﬂ ned withlield by said party of the first paet, or i1 awipes, from his wages or salary

12 Tt i forther undersiosd and :Fud that mid pacly of the second part undertakes to and will keop B
H‘-'I{ fally imfarmed comcerning all the Ariieles of nid_t'.‘#n-nil.ql}-u, and ol all .i'{'m Playing Riles, and sl ;.-.ﬁfm.h.
and Regulations of the said Natinmal Lengue and American Associntion of Profeilseal Base Fall Clibs. now poblished or

“hereafer during his terny of employoent 15 bt puklished and in Torce, and will, ia ke masner inform bimeell comeerds

ing all rules asd regolations at any time published, sdopled or enfores] by said party of the first part, or s assdges,
during his tevm of coxployment, for the goveramcnt of it players and other emplovess, and that he will observe 2od
obey the ssine ol strictly cosform thereio. Tt being understood and ageacd that said Constitwiion. Playing Rules, and
Rules amd Begulatioss are'to be considered anid taken a8 part of this contraet, binding om the partles heeets, as iF 1ho samg
wwern written apd flly set fosth Beegln,

- 3. It i further 'EEE"‘.'H'W'.Hl and agreed, that | all mattem af dincipling, aml at all tismes én tho Ball Sield,
im practice or play. the said party of the sseaml part shall be sahject to the confrel amd direction of the captain of
e " #ige ' or team of the club of the party of the Gt part, or its msadgns, for the time belng, aed shall elheesfislly
aml proppily abey ki directions and negaests, asd recognics and mespact hin suthority in the manapement and com-
irol ef the “'nine ' or team.  Amd o no evest shall the party of the second part refnse bx play in sny game of
Lalt, in which the “ mlne™ of the club, or of any clab to wilch he may be assigoed, takes parl, 'un?;lllr:tum therelfiom
’-':I' the CARptamm 1l|_- _thf “mine,"” of speapasitaiml by resson of any bodily inSrmity, illness, or lack of sompd phywical
enailitdion, or '“-Il'lcrlur.'_!'rn’—'l any accident or injury as provided in paragraphs 3 asd g of this contract, but shall, av all
times, during the playing seasons covered by this eonteact, kold himsclf in readines 10 play whenever, wherever o with
whatever ¢lab the managensent of te €lub or the caplain may designate, exoept as uﬁure'lli-l].

M4 1% in muieally undecuiccd r|:|_|'| :.\g'rrl:\..ll I.I|.1_| shoald the l.ﬁf'l party of E_I:.l:- sereTH] Fnrl vindale any of I.'!Il
Wﬂdﬁ'ﬁﬂ". COTERADiS or mgrecments op his part o thls comEract ml.ilnl.'\!. the said PALLY O the frst park, or its
nisigns, shall bave the rght 1o lerminate this costraet on rrasasable aptice, aod no fenher paymenis ahall thereniier
be die or payahbe to ni-lﬁgﬂdr of the second part, uoder this contract or ctherwiie. Amd & The wsasd party of the
second part shall be expelled by illnltﬂi.ﬁ. of the first part, or {ta assigns, as hereln peovided, he shall thereupon forfet all
elnlm lor wages oF dalary Frean and after I:'r';.-e timo of snch axpulsion,

15 It b mvptusily ooderstosd and s.gread, thnt shauld the =aid l“‘l!l af the firt pant redign, withidmw, or
ba expelled from the said League and Axsociatian, af which the party of 1_T|¢' rol part B pow a Clob Member, then
this contract, amd the rights of the party of the fimst part therewmnder, may; at the opiion of the pariy of the second
par, after ten days” writtem notice, be Wogever mnmulbed, ended a=mil determined, EBur If, prior to such resignation,
withdpawal ar gxpulaian, thin contract sball ba assigaed (citker By writisg of the party of the firsl parct, or by the
rrF:HliJ:m of the provisiond of &id Constitntion) 18 ancther Club Member of taid Leagwe and Aseociation, or to a Cleh
Member of another Lesgue or Associntion, subject to the Naklonal Agreement of Professionnd Hase Ball Associstions, then in
either event this contracy sball continue ia Ml Teide, with il its Defius, provissdas aTil cosdvmons wniaagdered and - snal
fected by snch astdpnement, binding spd obligaiary a8 well epan the party of the seeoml past as apos. the wsld Cluh Mem-
hor accepling auch smigmmenl.  Frosdded, that the party of the fired part shall he lsble 1o the party af the second part
for whatever proportion of the salary or compensation mentioned in the :8th paragraph as may be earped, due orin
areenrs op o awd inelnding the expiration of the 1em (days' notice of annuimest sbove recited or wp to and inclodi
tho day al assignmegat, il this contract skall bies baen previoaeily assbpnal, to such other club,  Botb i wat]

the secomd pait shall, at the expiratiom of said fen days’ potice of annulment, be indebied reason of advances or
ostlierwise to the pirty of the first part, said sotice of apnufment shall be void and of so effecy, nnless the amount
af such indelitedmess puail or temdered fo LSe pasty of the Grt part al or before thn exgricalion of the sald 1en
days’ motice of anmulment.

1, It i further usderstood asd aprecd, that the sall pariy of the firt part, o fi8 assfpne, shall fiernish
the sid party of the secomd part with the wseel playieg weilcams and secestary autfil. excleive shies, For which
the skl pary of wbe first pan, or its sssipns, phakl b sliowed the som of £ towand the cost thereod, to be deduoted
fromy the wapes or salary herein poeseribed.  And the sabd party of the first gam, of {18 assdges, chall peovide ned
farnish Ehe said party af the second part, while = aboodd " wur traveling with the “nine™ or team im other cilics, with
proper hoard, lodgmg. and pay all proper asd mecessary traveling rxpomses,

(i It is farther andersiossd and aprecd, thit tlee Ly of bl firsl patl, of fa assigpns, thay, &L asy fite alter
the beginning and prior 1o the completion of the pericd of this comtracy Et_!_l.he |:|llﬂ.€I of the segoed parl ten days’
written motbee of is opiion and imtestion (o end and determine all its Habilities and obligations under ks contract, in
which event. wpos the expiration of sabd tem days, all latdlities amd obllgations usdertaken by sabd party of the first
part, or ite assipma, in this contmct, shall i enmes cpase anil deiermise ; The sasl rurqr tbr!ﬂmd.pil‘l.lhlﬂ theres
upan be alen freed and discharged from his obligations bereunder, amd shall bave moo claim for salary of other
compwniation for any period after sald ten days. I sich mobice he givem 0 the parly of the sréomd part whils
"abraad @ with the club, he shall enthtled, an or re the expirstion of said tem days, 1o his neersary travelisg

expenses 1o the Ciay of . # 7L z e But i ihls contract shall be o
...m st determiped by said party of $he fifsl past, or ils asmigns, afler tho begianing and before the el of
the term of coployeent unler this comtract, witheut any faull or meglect of dufy on ihe pare of the pariy of the
seeoml par, them Uie sabd party of the secoml part shall be entitled to salary or compensation ni ibe conimacl rabe

e for sl tem dlagy im sddition to ihe swm earned asd dee, and unpaid to him al the u::;rh:.m giving of votice of
——— e -

, whelber dfiring sald—ton; daye e party of Lie secoml pant b perfor
services, or mot, hut Be may ke reqoired 1o perfors services undec this contmet, sald lem days, el the oplicn
of aaid party of the Gt part, or ils asigns, withent affecting the validity o foree of such motice.

iB,  In sideration of the falthful performance of the comlitions, covenanis, nndertabiogs asd prooises

Lerelin m;.ﬁ?mfﬂm-amu pn.r:duino!IhuWnMnﬁF tTﬁmﬂMMMHH'ﬂhW'

weriled the 17th amd’ igth paragrapks, tse said mﬁ"! iﬂ‘mmmﬂ and s ssslgne, hercly agrees o
ot O

pay ta him for hid ée for, sald term, the vam of s e g - dtlars,
=l R e E——
able ns Followa: et moethly installmenis on ihe . 'f I e e nt’h.ml"h_

i L

frer, during 1k specifiad in paragraph 2: males the “mime® or team af the clab shenbd be * abrosd,

far the Ir'guwguf '.ﬁng med, BN whlnF‘I: event the instaflsaent then fallizg dne shall be guid oo the Ak week-
day after the retaen “ Lome™ of the "nine” of team,

ja. Tt % heseby expressly undeestosd asd agresl for the comsilentien above Ionied, that the af
the sn.?t pa, n.r its mﬁgug?nuﬂ have the opsfon or eight to renew this confmact with all its terms, pmruﬁ:rnﬁ

siz month rning Apeil 15th. . amd for & stmilar period fmc e
mmﬁu??' ,T,'.-:“E'"’"f“f"fnﬂae sabd p-::’;- Fﬁ: :chucr rtph-rhhy agrees Lo perform stoilar seevices aed be 13
1o all {be obllgutions, dutics and llabilitics prescribe fn 1his coutrat for e -pariad Tor patlods’ of Sckhl terewal of
senewnls, provided caly that written notice of the exercise of such option of renewal be served psn the party
the ue:mrT;.m prior to the Bficesth day of October of the current year of this contract and of the cumest year of

gach resewal thercal







